

Richard Cory – Worksheet

Pre-Reading

Before reading the poem, answer the following questions in your notebook:

Which things do you notice when you first meet a person? What makes the greatest impression on you – clothes, hairstyle, physical features, way of speaking? 

Have you ever formed a first impression of a person which proved to be correct?  Have you ever formed a first impression which you later found to be incorrect? 

Richard Cory

Whenever Richard Cory went down town, 
We people on the pavement looked at him: 
He was a gentleman from sole to crown, 
Clean-favoured and imperially slim. 

And he was always quietly arrayed, 
And he was always human when he talked; 
But still he fluttered pulses when he said, 
"Good Morning!" and he glittered when he walked. 

And he was rich, yes, richer than a king, 
And admirably schooled in every grace: 
In fine -- we thought that he was everything 
To make us wish that we were in his place. 

So on we worked and waited for the light, 
And went without the meat and cursed the bread, 
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night, 
Went home and put a bullet in his head.

Comprehension Questions:

1) How is Richard Cory’s physical appearance described?

2) What are the other characteristics of Richard Cory, as described in the poem?

3) What is the financial situation of the townspeople?

4) Summarize how the townspeople viewed Richard Cory and his life.
5) How did Richard Cory view his own life?

Different Perspectives

1) Discuss with a partner a disagreement / conflict you have had with your parents on any issue. Analyze the disagreement by trying to realize your own perspective and your parents’ perspective on the same issue.

2) Write down the different perspectives. Do you think that understanding the different perspectives can help you resolve the conflict? How?
Stereotypes

Stereotype: Presenting a person as if they represent the social group to which

they belong, by using physical appearances, accent, clothing,

foods etc. The emphasis on belonging to the group makes the

stereotyped person less individualized.

1) Give a few examples of stereotypes.
2) What stereotypes can be found in the text?
Writing

Write the suicide note Richard Cory left. Make sure to use at least five connectors from page 20 in Master Class.
