“Miniver Cheevy” by Edwin Arlington Robinson
 

Miniver Cheevy, child of scorn,

Grew lean while he assailed the seasons;

He wept that he was ever born,

And he had reasons.

 

Miniver loved the days of old

When swords were bright and steeds were prancing;

The vision of a warrior bold

Would set him dancing.

 

Miniver sighed for what was not,

And dreamed, and rested from his labors;

He dreamed of Thebes and Camelot,

And Priam's neighbors.

 

Miniver mourned the ripe renown

That made so many a name so fragrant;

He mourned Romance, now on the town,

And Art, a vagrant.

 Miniver loved the Medici,

Albeit he had never seen one;

He would have sinned incessantly

Could he have been one.

 

Miniver cursed the commonplace

And eyed a khaki suit with loathing;

He missed the medieval grace

Of iron clothing.

 

Miniver scorned the gold he sought,

But sore annoyed was he without it;

Miniver thought, and thought, and thought,

And thought about it.

 

Miniver Cheevy, born too late,

Scratched his head and kept on thinking;

Miniver coughed, and called it fate,

And kept on drinking.
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Edwin Arlington Robinson: Poetry Analysis

1. Read through the above poem TWICE.  Go through the TPCASTT formula on the following worksheet.

a. Jot down your ideas on the poem and in the worksheet. 

b. After you’ve completed the TPCASTT worksheet, jot down ideas here about how the above devices influence or create the mood and voice in this poem

2. Next, create a summary statement below that creates a comparison or attachment between theme and poetic devices.  

Using TPCASTT for Analysis of Poetry

	Title
	What do the words of the title suggest to you?  What denotations are presented in the title?  What connotations or associations do the words posses?



	Paraphrase
	Translate the poem in your own words.  What is the poem about?



	Connotation
	What meaning does the poem have beyond the literal meaning?  Fill in the chart below.

	
	Form


	Word Choice


	Imagery

	
	Point of View


	Details
	Allusions

	
	Punctuation 
	Figurative Language
	Other Devices: (sound devices, irony, oxymoron, paradox, pun, sarcasm, understatement, hyperbole)



	Attitude
	What is the speaker’s attitude?  How does the speaker feel about himself, about others, and about the subject?  What is the author’s attitude?  How does the author feel about the speaker, about other characters, about the subject, and the reader?



	Shifts
	Where do the shifts in tone, setting, voice, etc. occur?  Look for time and place, keywords, punctuation, stanza divisions, changes in length or rhyme, and sentence structure.  What is the purpose of each shift?  How do they contribute to effect and meaning?



	Title
	Reanalyze the title on an interpretive level.  What part does the title play in the overall interpretation of the poem?



	Theme
	List the subjects and the abstract ideas in the poem.  Then determine the overall theme.  The theme must be written in a complete sentence.



